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Founded by the musician and composer 
Nicolás Cristancho in Colombia in 2005, 
Yurgaki mixes the traditional Latin 
American music with the frenetic sound 
of the city. 
Inspired by the music of the Pacific Coast, 
Yurgaki is a melting pot of different 
musical influences from several regions 
of South America to create a new unique 
taste of rhythm.  
In 2004, the controversial relationship 
around Salsa between Cuba and Puerto 
Rico,  becomes the source for a new path 
when Yurgaki decides to take both the 
legacies and mix them with the afro-
Colombian popular music to create a new 
sound.
The result is the first album “Ojo x Diente” 
released in Bogotá  in 2005.  The song “Las 
Horas” arrives to the salsa radios and was 
included in the MTM´s compilation Salsa 
D.C.
In 2009, Yurgaki releases its second album, 
“Gozación Espiral”, produced by Robert 
Taylor and Ahmed Barroso in Miami. 
The songs “Sabor” y “Quiero Cantarte” 
have been #1  in the top 10 in National 
Colombian Radio and were also part of 

MTM´s Neotropical II Compilation. 
It is at this point, when the project 
migrates to Barcelona, in 2012, that 
Yurgaki announces the release of “Tres 
Nuevas Formas de Respirar Bajo el Agua” 
and “Puntos de Giro” in 2014 which 
introduce the public to the experimental 
Latin music and take the project to the 
Jazz Festivals in Colombia, Ecuador, 
France, Italy, Morocco,  Azerbaijan and 
Romania. 
In 2018 the band releases “Pacifico” re-
approaching influences from the Pacific 
Coast.  
Since the release of the last album Yurgaki 
performed in Equador at the Wankabeats 
Festival, the Fabrica Imbabura, and The 
Café Democrática del CAC with the 
appreciated support of Puerto Candelaria 
band, one of the most significative 
presence in the independent music scene 
in Latin America. 
In Barcelona Yurgaki maintains its 
indipendent role in the Latin sound 
scene while taking the mood of the 
Mediterranean city which always have 
been a powerful melting pot for new 
elements of sound to join. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uk_WYq6jg30
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Nicolas Cristancho is a multi-instrumentalist, singer, 
composer and educator from Bogotá, Colombia.
He is the son of Bertha Quintero, salsa percussion 
player and founder of the orchestra Caña Brava in 
Bogotá, Colombia. His father, Nicolas Cristancho 
“Macabi-El pianista loco” is a prolific salsa piano 
player in several bands such as Grupo Niche, 
Guayacán Orchestra, among others. 
In2005 he founds Yurgaki.
Nicolas’s practice researches new elements of sound 
starting from the traditional music of the Pacific 
and the Caribbean coasts of Colombia, merged with 
music influences from Cuba. He moved to Barcelona 
where he lives since 2009, while interacting with 
a prolific amount of different mainstream like the 

jazz, Brazilian music, Uruguayan candombe and 
Mexican son jarocho.
He co-produced of his albums “Ojo X Diente” and 
“Gozación Espiral” together with Robert Taylor 
(Magical Beat) Ahmed Barroso (Bacilos) in Miami, 
Florida. 
In Barcelona the research of Afro-Latin music 
took him to collaborate in projects with the band 
Candombe Tierra (Afro-Uruguayan music) and 
Gurumanche (Afro-Peruvian music). 
He collaborates as composer and producer in the 
band Sones de Marimba (MexiColombia) and with 
guitarist and producer Johnny Branchzio.
He arranged and produced music for the singer-
songwriters Marta Mattotti (Italy), Nèga Lucas 
(Brazil).
As an educator he gives workshops on Colombian 
Pacific music, Antillean music and body percussion 
as musical language for children and teenagers 
and he is a teacher of piano at Joan-Valls School in 
Catalunya.
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“...The essence of Afro-latin music with the Barce-
lona´s footprints....”

“... Yurgaki is always soaking in the beats... and capti-
vating the audience in cozy and lively athmosphere...”

Diena.lt

“...Yurgaki expresses the creative explosion of Colom-
bia in a multi-cultural context...”

El Norte

“...Yurgaki es de las bandas que más demostró en el 
escenario  «disfrutas de la música en todo su esplen-

dor»...”

Radio Cocoa

Gava

Contact information

yurgakimusic@gmail.com
+34 634 91 77 46
www.yurgaki.comYURGAKI


